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Thursday, April 24, 2008

Dear Parker Community,

As (unbelievably!) the end of the school year starts to draw near, I am pleased to bring
you updates on several important items.

College Admissions - Class of 2008

Something that is on a lot of people's minds in the month
of April  is college admissions, and Parker is having a
banner year, with half our seniors admitted to a college in
Barron's "most competitive" category and 82% to a college
rated "most" or "highly" competitive. While those rankings
have some meaning, it is also worth noting that our seniors

have been admitted to over 175 different colleges from all parts of the country. Here is a
partial sampling by region of some of the admissions offers received by our Class of 2008:

California offers include 16 from Berkeley, 15 from UCLA, 18 from USC, 7 from
Stanford, 19 from USD, 14 from Santa Clara, and 1 from Pomona.

In the Northeast, 11 students were admitted to Ivy League schools, with at least one
student admitted to each of the Ivies. The details are: Columbia 5, Brown 3, Penn 3,
Dartmouth 2, Harvard 2, Princeton 2, Cornell 1 and Yale 1. Other Northeast offers include
NYU 8, Boston College 7, Georgetown 5, Tufts 4, Johns Hopkins 2 and Wesleyan 2.

The South includes 5 from Davidson, 4 each from Duke, Emory and Richmond, and 3
from Vanderbilt.

The Midwest includes 7 from Northwestern and 3 from Chicago.

Parker students have also been accepted at several foreign universities: McGill,  the
University of British Columbia, and St. Andrews in Scotland.

The class also garnered offers from several art schools, including Rhode Island School of
Design, the Art Institute of Chicago, and the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston.

Of course our ultimate aim is getting every student into a college that is a good fit, and if
the Class of 2008 is like its recent predecessors, in spite of the numerous double-digit
admissions offers listed above, its members will  exercise their independence and in the
end probably enroll at over 60 different institutions.

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001wdIHj-od1HXQ_rpCvsYy76II6bCeCbDd5sQX-DHWAzLldTPVSN5ZuukyXoQfqTn3qv3saD0W2SespiK4Eq0-xzVALx4Bv-o8kaEIOdjupxp6qm5kpyhwiw==


National Merit - Class of 2009

Looking ahead to the Class of 2009, we have just received notification that a remarkable
total of 33 members of the class have qualified for honors in the National Merit
Scholarship competition. These students will  be either Semi-finalists or Commended
Scholars, but we will  not know that breakdown until September.

Parker Admissions for 2008 - 2009

On the home front, I am pleased to report that this was also a strong year for Parker's
Admissions Office. Overall there were more than 500 applications completed this year and
we made 195 offers of admission to an extraordinarily qualified and talented group of
students representing all areas of San Diego County. A remarkable 83% of those offers
were accepted. Four grades had a 100% yield and JK had a yield rate of 96%.  

In keeping with our mission statement, Parker continues to offer an admissions advantage
to sibling and legacy applicants, a group that represents a third of all admitted students for
next fall. Next year will  also mark a record level of commitment to affordability by the
School, as nearly 20% of all students will  receive tuition assistance in helping to finance a
Parker education.

Phase VI Update

I  would also like to update you on our progress with Phase VI of our campus master plan.
Following the Board approval on March 17, we are proceeding with construction on three
of the four proposed buildings in mid-June, right after the end of school. We have not
raised all of the necessary funds, yet our momentum is very good, with an additional
$900,000 pledged since March 17 and $3.7 million left to go. 

Like the rest of new Middle and Upper School
buildings, the Phase VI buildings will  use tilt -wall
construction. The logistics of the construction process
are such that the site of the lecture/performance hall
will  be used for pouring the walls of the other three
buildings (visual arts, music, and student
service/administration). Thus the work on the lecture
hall is not scheduled to begin until much later, around
January 2009; and the demolition of the old

dormitories and the construction of parking in their place would not begin until later.

The Board will  therefore have until late fall to make a separate decision on going ahead
with the lecture hall. If we have not reached our $15 million goal by that time, the lecture
hall, as well as the completion of parking and landscaping, might have to be delayed by as
much as a year or more. This would of course be very unfortunate, not only because we
would not have all these much-needed facilities but also because it would prolong the
considerable inconvenience of living with construction.

In recent weeks, many people have expressed their happiness with the Board decision, but
the decision was predicated on the assumption of continuing success in fundraising. I hope
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therefore that all members of the community will  also consider making a 5-year pledge in
whatever amount they feel comfortable, so that we can complete the project and have a
totally finished campus a year from this coming September!

Let me end on a note of thanks to Michele Arthur, Michelle Greer,
and a host of other  volunteers, who are working at 110% to make
the Gala a success.  
In fact, the committee has just informed me this morning that tickets
for the event have sold out, but if  you would like to be on a waiting
list should seats become available, please contact Ceri Keith  at
ckeith1@san.rr.com. 

It promises to be a fabulous celebration for the Parker community, and I hope to see many
of you there.

Sincere regards,

Richard Blumenthal
Head of School
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