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Dear Parker Community,

As (unbelievably'the end of the schoolyearstartsto drawnear,| ampleasedo bring
you update®n severalmportantitems.

College Admissions - Class of 2008

Somethingthat ison alot of people'smindsin the month
of April is collegeadmissionsandParker is having a
I banner year, with half our seniorsadmittedto a collegein

| Barron's"mostcompetitive"categoryand82%to a college
rated"most" or "highly" competitive. While thoserankings
havesomemeaningiit is alsoworth notingthat ourseniors
havebeenadmittedto over 175 differentcollegesfrom all partsof the country.Hereis a
partial samplingby regionof someof the admissionoffersreceivedby our Classof 2008:

California offersinclude 16 fromBerkeley,15 fromUCLA, 18 fromUSC, 7 from
Stanford,19 fromUSD, 14 from SantaClara,and 1 from Pomona.

In the Northeast, 11 studentsvereadmittedto lvy Leagueschools, withatleastone
studentadmittedto eachof the lvies. Thedetailsare:Columbia5, Brown3, Penn 3,
Dartmouth2, Harvard2, Princetor2, Cornell 1 andrale 1. OtherNortheasbffersinclude
NYU 8, BostonCollege7, Georgetowrd, Tufts4, JohnHopkins2 andWesleyan?.

TheSouth includes5 from Davidson,4 eachfrom Duke, Emory and Richmond,and3
from Vanderbilt.

The Midwest includes?7 from Northwesterrand 3 from Chicago.

Parkerstudentdhavealsobeenacceptedt severalforeign universities: McGill, the
University of British Columbia,and St. Andrewsin Scotland.

The classalsogarneredffersfrom severalart schools, including Rhodelsland Schoolof
Design,the Art Instituteof Chicago,andthe Museum offFine Arts in Boston.

Of courseour ultimateaim isgettingeverystudentinto a collegethat isa good fit, and if
the Classof 2008 islike its recentpredecessors spiteof the numerousdoubledigit
admissionofferslisted above,its memberswill exercisetheirindependencandin the
end probablyenroll at over 60 differentinstitutions.
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National Merit - Class of 2009

Looking aheado the Classof 2009, wehavejust receivednotificationthat aremarkable
total of 33 member®f the classhavequalifiedfor honorsin the National Merit
Scholarshipcompetition. Thesestudentswill be either Semifinalists or Commended
Scholarsbut we will not know that breakdowmuntil September.

Parker Admissions for 2008 - 2009

Onthehomefront, | ampleasedo reportthat thiswasalsoa strong yeafor Parker's
AdmissionsOffice. Overalltherewere morethan500 applicationg€ompletedhis yearand
we madel95 offersof admissiorto an extraordinarilyqualified andtalentedgroup of
studentgepresentingll areaf San DiegaCounty.A remarkableé83% of thoseoffers
were acceptedFour gradeshada 100%yield andJK hada yield rateof 96%.

In keepingwith our missionstatementParkercontinuesto offer an admissionsadvantage
to sibling andlegacyapplicantsa groupthat representa third of all admittedstudentdor
nextfall. Next yearwill alsomarka recordlevel of commitmentto affordability by the
School,asnearly20% of all studentswill receivetuition assistance helping tofinancea
Parkereducation.

Phase VI Update

| would alsolike to updateyou on oumprogresswith PhaseVl of our campusmastermlan.
Following the Boardapprovalon Marchl17, weareproceedingwith constructionon three
of the four proposedouildingsin mid-June,right afterthe end of school.We havenot
raisedall of the necessaryunds,yet our momentums very good, withan additional
$900,000 pledgedinceMarch17 and$3.7 millionleft to go.

Like therestof newMiddle andUpperSchool
buildings,the PhaseVI buildingswill usetilt-wall
~| construction.Thelogisticsof the constructionprocess
aresuchthat thesite of the lecture/performanchkall
will be usedfor pouringthe walls of the otherthree
buildings (visual arts,music,and student
service/administration)lThus thework on thelecture
% hall is not scheduledo beginuntil muchlater,around
~ January2009;andthe demolitionof the old
dormitoriesandthe constructionof parkingin their placewould notbeginuntil later.

The Boardwill thereforehaveuntil late fall to makea separatalecisionon goingahead
with thelecturehall. If we havenotreachedur $15 million goalby that time thelecture
hall, aswell asthe completionof parkingandlandscapingmight haveto be delayedby as
muchasa yearor more.This would of coursebe very unfortunatenot only becauseve
would nothaveall thesemuchneededacilities but alsobecausét would prolongthe
considerablenconveniencef living with construction.

In recentweeks manypeoplehaveexpressedheir happinessvith the Boarddecision,but
the decisionwaspredicatedn theassumptiorof continuingsuccessn fundraising.l hope




thereforethat all membersf the communitywill alsoconsidermaking a5-yearpledgein
whateveramount theyeel comfortable so that wecancompletethe projectandhavea
totally finishedcampusa yearfrom this coming September!

Let meendon anoteof thanksto Michele Arthur, Michelle Greer,
anda hostof other volunteerswho areworking at 110%to make
the Galaa success.

In fact, the committeehasjust mformed meth!s morningthat t!qkets SATURDAY NIGHT
for the eventhavesold out, butif you would like tobe on awaiting FEV%R
list shouldseatsbecomeavailable pleasecontactCeri Keith 2 at
ckeithl@san.rr.com.

PRANCIS PARKER SCHOOL, SATURDAY MAY 380, . 2008

It promisedo be a fabulouscelebrationfor the Parkercommunity,and| hopeto seemany
of you there.

Sincereregards,

%m’&(w\.&
RichardBlumenthal
Headof School
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